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The struggle must advance to achieve its objective. 
Under our “Democracy Now” campaign which the CPS 
launched in 2019, we say we must reach our goal as soon 
as possible. 

This subject on tinkhundla elections is discussed un-
der the following categories: 

• Why we say tinkhundla government is a puppet 
government 

• Why elections under tinkhundla system can only 
produce a puppet parliament 

• To understand the inherently undemocratic pro-
cesses that establish tinkhundla parliament, as 
well as how this process contributes to maintain-
ing the dictatorship 

• Aspects shared by those who think we must partici-
pate in tinkhundla elections 

• Why “Democracy Now” is the best route towards 
freedom 

• What must be done to escalate action towards de-
mocracy and freedom 

This discussion marks the rolling up of the pro-
gramme towards building mass defiance and rendering 
the system ungovernable. This is essential instead of par-
ticipating in the discredited tinkhundla elections, collabo-
rating with the regime to maintain it. The programme 
must show how participation in the tinkhundla elections 
helps prolong the life of the regime. 

Instead of mobilising to “outdo” the monarchy in its 
elections, we must wage a defiance campaign so that the 
regime is unable to govern, and that includes running its 
elections. 

Tinkhundla’s puppet parliament is a rubberstamp par-
liament. Even those serving are quite aware of the fact 
that its mission has nothing to do with forming and 
changing policies and laws. The national assembly, for 
instance, has members coming from constituencies but 
also others who are the king’s appointees. These appoin-

T 
his is an important subject, especially as 
the tinkhundla regime wages its propa-
ganda campaign for its 2023 parliamen-
tary elections. The Party’s task in uniting 

and leading the oppressed people is a permanent one 
in the life of the Party. The Party must thus play its 
role even at this time when the talk about tinkhundla 
elections gains ground. 

We can see clearly that the majority of our people 
agree that we need to wage a struggle to put an end to 
the dictatorship and replace it with a democratic sys-
tem with universal mass participation to ensure that a 
majority of our people are involved in decision-
making in the country. This is the most important part 
of our mission today in the struggle for democracy. 

The struggle for democracy and freedom requires 
that there must be a clear direction. On the ground, 
there must be leadership responsibility. Daily, as 
communists we must be able to provide leadership 
and be part of the people’s struggles. All struggles 
must be connected with the struggle for freedom. 
Even workers’ struggles must be linked with the fight 
against the exploitative capitalist system. 

This struggle requires intensive practical work 
from the Party. This is a responsibility. There must be 
some leadership responsibility. It cannot happen on 
its own. 

There is a need for all of us to work in unison to 

achieve what we want. This is part of the work related 

to strategy and tactics. We need to clarify each and 

every time and on each and every moment of our 

struggle. 

The tinkhundla elections can only prolong the stay 
of the regime. We must make this clear from the out-
set. 

Our concern is also how other organisations relate 
to this subject. That is the purpose of this session, to 
explain the practicalities on this subject. 

By Thokozane Kenneth Kunene. CPS General Secretary 
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the consciousness and activism of the people. The puppet 
system has become unpopular across the world. These 
are some of the gains that have been made over time. 

The people refuse to go back again and reinforce the 
system by participating in tinkhundla elections. We must 
tell the truth to the people and not mislead them about the 
role of tinkhundla parliament. The regime has used the 
army to defend itself. The people can no longer be 
tamed. The regime relies on its bullets and prisons in its 
attempts to crush the people’s resistance. This is the last 
resort for the regime: the power of the military and pow-
er of the security agencies. Even the courts are now una-
ble to defend the system. 

We thus need to understand that these are key gains of 
the struggle, and they must not be reversed by misleading 
the people to jump back into tinkhundla elections. 

We need to promote democratic practices among our 
people. Our people must be organised in communities, 
on a level that they can define self-governance, to assimi-
late the future that we want to build. We need structures 
of self-governance and not be integrated into an oppres-
sive system, the tinkhundla system. 

Any representative must be part of community com-
mittees. They must come from the people and be ac-
countable to the people. The people must be the ones to 
determine the future they want. 

The regime has tried to use money donated by Taiwan 
to throw donations to the people, but the people have 
rejected the system. They tried to give food parcels to the 
people, but the trick failed. 

tees are deployed to monitor and crush any external 
influence which might sway opinion against the king. 
The House of Senate, the upper house, with the ma-
jority being the king’s appointees, is clearly a tool for 
the monarch. 

Under absolute monarchical power, the executive, 
legislative and judicial arms of government all fall 
under the absolute control of the monarch. The judici-
ary can never pass judgment that opposes the power 
of the monarch. 

As such, the design of the system is not by the 
people and certainly not for the people. None can be 
elected by the system unless the individual has been 
properly vetted and accepted by the system – particu-
larly from chiefdom level, the first crucial level for 
vetting candidates to parliament. As such, by its na-
ture the process of determining tinkhundla MPs is an 
undemocratic one. The campaign process itself is a 
process of lying to the people. Candidates must claim 
that they will, for instance, build bridges, hospitals, 
roads, etc, for the people, knowing fully well that that 
responsibility does not fall within their powers in par-
liament. All the decisions are taken by the monarch. 

The imperialists also play a role in running the 
country, in collaboration with the monarch. They are 
beneficiaries of the monarch’s absolute power. They 
protect the regime whenever grievances are height-
ened and subsidise the monarch. They protect the dic-
tatorship so that they can also benefit from the contin-
ued oppression of the people. 

International players who protect the regime in-
clude the European Union, the United States govern-
ment, the Indian government, the Taiwanese govern-
ment, and others. They do this either directly or indi-
rectly through their agencies, be they fashioned on 
charity or other ways. Of course, there are other inter-
national players who may be private corporations, but 
also linked with one or some of these forces. 

But more people of Swaziland have become con-
scious of the fact that the puppet legislature can never 
fulfil the interests of the people. The people have opt-
ed to embark on struggles to demand their freedom. 
They have passed the stage of thinking that there can 
ever be laws to be used to improve their lives. They 
now want the end of the system. History has shown 
them this. 

The tinkhundla MPs that have joined the wagon of 
struggle were simply echoing what they already knew 
coming from the cries of the people. They were add-
ing voices of the people, who were already on the 
streets protesting for their freedom. This was a sign 
that even those who had committed to serve the abso-
lute monarch were then jumping ship. Even those 
who were serving the system were abandoning or 
turning against the system. That is how struggles de-
velop. When the struggle reaches high points, even 
the regime’s servants start turning against a system 
they committed to serve. The system has now become 
more vulnerable than ever. 

The system no longer has value even for many of 
its committed worshippers. It has been outsmarted by 
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tinkhundla elections and thus reinforce its already de-
stroyed arm of influence. The regime has drastically lost 
support from the people and is now left with its military 
capacity. 

The people have lost faith even with the judicial sys-
tem. As things stand, the law of Swaziland is the law of 
the gun, which is in the control of the oppressor. The 
people know that they have no chance of having success 
in the courts under the current law. The judiciary is liter-
ally powerless to protect human rights. 

Our struggle does not demand retreat. It needs galva-
nising. It must be intensified. We need the relevant tac-
tics and not a retreat. Instead of giving the regime unwar-
ranted advantages, let us focus on where our strengths 
are. We must not even consider a retreat from this stage. 
The majority of the people have pronounced time and 
again that they are ready to fight for the freedom of their 
country. They have reached the point where they have 
lost so much that they now have nothing to lose but their 
chains and gain freedom. It is part and parcel of our mis-
sion to unite the forces, direct the struggle along the cor-
rect strategy and tactics. Tinkhundla elections can only 
divide the fighting forces. We must deny the regime any 
advantage in this regard. If we allow Mswati to have his 
elections, he will be strengthened even in the internation-
al institutions where Swaziland affiliates, particularly 
SADC. The people would have lost both in Swaziland 
and in the international arena. 

The correct strategy is about dismantling the dictator-
ship completely. The correct tactic is about rendering the 
country ungovernable and collapsing it. But how do we 
ensure the latter? By weakening its capacity and 
strengthening our forces and winning support from our 
people. If we combine all these efforts, it will unite the 
oppressed people into action. Only common efforts and 
common action will collapse the regime which is already 
vulnerable. 

The regime continues to commit mistakes. Let us ad-
vance until we cease power. If we allow tinkhundla elec-
tions, we will be automatically allowing the regime five 
more years of legitimacy. 

---- 

Comrade Thokozane Kenneth Kunene serves as the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist Party of Swaziland. This 
is an abridged version of his presentation made on 13 
May 2022, in a discussion under the title Participating in 
tinkhundla sham elections prolongs the struggle for 
democracy streamed live on CPS media platforms. 

 

We must not allow any of the enemy’s hands to 
find space within the people, to stamp upon the peo-
ple. It will be as good as betraying the struggle and 
reversing the gains made thus far. This a principled 
position that the CPS has made. 

Participating in the elections will only prolong the 
dictatorship. There must be practical attempts to push 
the enemy to the deeper end for its collapse. 

What practical things we need to do 

Tinkhundla is desperate to have its elections. 
However, another reality is that the regime does not 
have the resources to efficiently run its elections. 
Nonetheless, it is mobilising and lobbying within the 
mass democratic movement to help it raise these re-
sources. It needs members within the progressive 
movement to participate, and thus help the regime 
raise the necessary resources it needs – mainly inter-
national funding. To raise these funds, it needs to first 
weaken the pressure coming from the mass democrat-
ic movement. The regime knows that opportunism 
exists within the democratic movement. Only oppor-
tunism can inspire joining tinkhundla parliamentary 
elections. 

Running the military is also too costly for the re-
gime. The military does not offer any possible mone-
tary injection. As such, the regime needs to be re-
lieved from its military expenditure if it is to success-
fully fund its elections programme. If the regime is 
unable to maintain its parliamentary system, it will be 
unable to source more funds, particularly from 
abroad. On the other hand, if the people intensify their 
resistance, the regime will be forced to stretch itself 
further in terms of military expenditure, and thus 
weaken itself. 

We need to also deal with the regime’s networks. 
Some of these networks are international. We need to 
lobby against the regime in these international institu-
tions, whether SADC, Pan African Parliament, etc. 
They must be cut off from networking. 

We must increase the level of ungovernability. 
This will also exert pressure upon those in the current 
government – ministers, MPs, etc. They must be 
forced to resign from serving the regime. Internation-
al institutions must find it impossible to work with the 
autocracy. The regime must be isolated. Cutting off 
the regime’s network will weaken the system towards 
its overthrow. 

But how about those who still want to lobby for par-
liamentary seats and “fight from within”? 

As things stand, it is impractical to overthrow the 
system from within, that is from within its parliament. 
Parliament is a platform of the dictator to mobilise the 
people towards its own line of march. Taking part in 
these elections literally means helping the system to 
mobilise the people for its rule. The “fight from with-
in” tactic is therefore influenced by shallow under-
standing of the system. We must make the majority of 
our people understand the correct strategy and tactics. 
The people must not be hoodwinked into legitimising 
an otherwise illegitimate regime by participating in 

    LICINISO 



 4 

awakening the people against the tinkhundla system? If 
they are called as witnesses against certain comrades ar-
rested for implementing the anti-tinkhundla elections 
campaign, will the “pro-democracy” pro-tinkhundla elec-
tions forces proudly stand in the witness box in support 
of the state’s case(s)? 

They must answer these questions! 

And thus, this is the situation which the “pro-
democracy” pro-tinkhundla elections forces choose to 
ignore. We have the duty to expose these realities. In any 
event, one cannot be “pro-democracy” while at the same 
time advocating for peaceful tinkhundla elections and 
even participating in them. A serious contradiction! Alas, 
such has been the situation especially since 2021 where 
people who are openly pro-tinkhundla have been force-
fed into the throats of the masses as “pro-democracy”! 

The above merely raises the question of the practical 
realities during the elections, but there are many other 
realities one can raise. For instance, the tinkhundla elec-
tions process is inherently corrupt. One cannot partici-
pate in that puppet house without at one and the same 
time engaging in corrupt acts on their way there. For one 
to win, they must fool the people with food packages, 
funeral donations, alcohol, and many other things. In oth-
er words, they have no choice but to use the people as 
nothing but objects of charity, patronage and tokenism. 
For more on this, see Liciniso Issue 15 where Liciniso 
traces the Roots of the 2021 Uprising. 
 

Organise for the widest possible unity for the revolu-
tion, for total change, for People’s Power! 

Comrade Pius Vilakati serves as the CPS International 
Secretary. 

S 
o, some “pro-democracy” forces will join 
the 2023 tinkhundla elections? For ease of 
reference, let us give them this categorisa-
tion: “Pro-democracy” pro-tinkhundla elec-

tions forces! A grossly absurd categorisation, yes, but 
let us allow it, for now. 

Now, let us go ahead and look at the practical reali-
ties ahead. 

The Communist Party of Swaziland’s position on 
tinkhundla elections is clear: Boycott and Disrupt 
tinkhundla elections! 

The Mswati autocracy must find governing impossi-
ble. One of their methods of “keeping the peace”, that 
is governing, is by running tinkhundla elections every 
five years to fill its puppet parliament: to fill it with, 
well, puppets! 

This, therefore, means the following. 

The Communist Party will, in running its anti-
tinkhundla elections campaign, do everything in its 
power to unite the revolutionary forces to boycott and 
disrupt the elections – towards democracy. Among 
other tasks, the Party will intensify its political and 
ideological training programme to awaken the people 
against the tinkhundla system and its elections. This 
will, naturally, attract the wrath of the regime’s secu-
rity forces who will hunt down our comrades. 

But what will the role of the “pro-democracy” pro-
tinkhundla elections forces be? Since they wish to fill 
the puppet house with their members, their primary 
interests will be the maintenance of peace and stabil-
ity during the tinkhundla elections. 

As such, they will, naturally, do everything in their 
power to ensure that the 2023 tinkhundla elections are 
free from any disruption, that there is “peace” across 
all the voting chiefdoms and constituencies. This, of 
course, should make the authorities carrying out the 
dictatorial rules of the Mswati autocracy very happy. 

How will the “pro-democracy” pro-tinkhundla elec-
tions forces ensure to “keep the peace” and “maintain 
stability” during the tinkhundla elections process? 
Will they, perhaps, cooperate with the police to bring 
the so-called “disruptors” to book? If they do not co-
operate, their goal will not be achieved. 

Surely, if they are interested in filling their people in 
that puppet house, they have no 
choice but to cooperate with the 
same state agents who have been 
killing the poor people of Swazi-
land over the years. No? 

Will they help the police iden-
tify possible community study 
groups led by the Communist 
Party for its “heinous crime” of 

 By Pius Vilakati  
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